Kane’s Elements of Practical Pharmacy. 18 5 

While we admit that he might have proceeded deeper into a sort of interim 
nablc description, we doubt whether he would have improved bv it either the 
lucidness or the estimation of his work. He has, we think, preserved a very 
fur proportion between the value of his ideas, and the quantity of language into 
brevity f' M T? * " e,it ° f "° sma " importance, considering the 

.hTblstiatTge’ e n “ essity ° f our " orkinff up its scraps «° 

We think it one of the most remarkable faults of modem medical literature 

t. I'd f 11 “ r Brit '' Sh brC,hren ’ °" 3lm ° St 1,1 tllC disced 

b> tl ern, that they seem to dread and to put off the development of the idea 

nature t T ' "I T’ 50 tl,at !t ret l uircs "° small patience and good 
nature to hunt out what they mean. We have often thought that it would be 

madera nt | P n" ^l'' OSe d ' n ' us ' : wr " crs ’ to for the benefit of impatient 
.Ten. n H S 1 T rf-™ 6 " 4 of wlla “hey intend, and to leave for the pa- 
fiuitLs Tl y productions, with all its circumlocutions and super- 

.1,lines. There are many men whose reputation would be much benefited bv pre- 

Mr \Tc - C p r “f Pr ° m,nCntly aml disencumbered. We have thus dispoLd of 

tern of anatmr eCt ' C " ame W '’ at " C ° nSilkr 1 "**"* com P lete V 

Dr Doane has performed his duty of translator in a manner extremely ere- 

T " m ’ ; S °, r “ We Can With P L ' n cral accuracv. He certain¬ 

ly deserves praise for his constancy in getting through an English version of 
more than fifteen hundred closely printed pages, ami we hope that he will bl 
well rewarded in reputation and advantage for this effort to place before the 
American student a work of such decided value. By person, conversant Jhh 
German, the French translation has long ago been declared as defective in re 
presenting the ideas of Mr. Meckel on several points, and sometimes in maki ,g 
him say contradictory things. This of course would be a radical objection lo an 
E glish version, taken from the French as the present is, without some guard 
against these errors, but from the preface of the translator it gives us p|,* U re 
o perceive that I)r. Doane has had the assistance of Dr. Alfred C. Pose whom 
he represents a, a good German scholar, in detecting and correcting these er 
rors. It perhaps would have been more satisfactory if he had given us a distinct 
pledge that they were all corrected or omitted. E H 

XXI. Elements of Practical Pharmacy. By ItonxnT .Ions Kvsr., Professor of 
Chemistry to Apothecaries’ Hal], Dublin, Stc. Dublin, 1831. pp. 349. l2mo. 

This work is intended for the student of pharmacy, and is certainly well 
a pted as a text book of the principles upon which the more important' ph-tr 
maceuuc operations are founded. The author has not attempted to explain all 
or even the greater proportion of the minor processes pursued in the manipu- 
laUon of medicines, but has confined himself to an elucidation of a numbcTof 
Circumstances, with which a student of pharmacy is expected to be thoroughly 
acquainted, and yet which are not sufficiently detailed in anv work in die En 
glish language. In fact, whilst on the continent of Europe, and more especially 
France, numbers of excellent works have appeared on the elements of pham 
rnacj, we are miserably deficient both in Great Britain and the United States 
Ao. AAI—Nov. 1832. 17 
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gS £E~» 

“cie S£ “ £t£f do 

aufrerf O n n V Sd i e r te ^ t0 - U,e considera,ion of the mechanical operations re- 

practically useful than that on the same subject in Faraday’s ^uMdeTra 
cepts, and is illustrated by a greater number of comparative rabies of weights 
USU '^ ly ‘° bC mct With in ° f character, rlt howe^ 
of the ttTZXiSf ‘ hat ° f ^ DUranJ> ^ thC *"*» Cdi ‘- 
The second chapter is on the operations by which bodies arc mcchanicallv 

chanf xtk fr ° m S °! idS fr ° m flUids ’ a " d fluids from eMl > other. The next 
chapter takes up a diametrically opposite class of operations, or those by which 

boihes are mechanically mixed, which concludes this division of the work 
tor le t, Se ? nd T 13 dCVOtCdChemicaI P rocesses - and opens with an introduc- 

m^^T't- 0 ",— “ Sent in P karmaccu tic operations, including the 

modes of estimating its degree as well as the modes of applying and regulating 

cal b ^" e S , n ; at ‘° nS and dirccli0ns on this subject are judicious afd prac 
t.cal contain nothing that is peculiar or deserving of particular notice 

tent- ?°, pirt ltSC f ‘ S repIete with iustrucUon and will richly repay an at- 
" , " d - V; parts of it, however, we think is better calculated for U,e expe- 

nenced pharmaceutist than for the beginner in the science, more especially 
those sections of it which refer to particular preparations. Taken as a^-holc 
however, the work is admirably suited to supply the blank spoken of at the 
commencement of this notice, and entitles Mr. Kane to much praise for the 

m vrtxb , JU em , Cn . t ° f h,S PraCti “' preCe P‘ S ’ -hich he has very properly 
given without any admixture of theory or speculation. Much as has been done 
there is nevertheless still an opening for a work on the plan of Faraday’s Cbe- 

ZSSST? B "T S th ° 3C minUtil ° f Tari ° US P harmac eutic operations 
depe^en * “ * he C ® CaCy ° f 50 Preparations are mainly 

1 R. E. G. 



